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Abstract  

India is regarded as unsafe place for women. No women are safe in their workplace, public transport. Even 

nowadays women are not safe in their home. They are victims of rape, sexual harassment, domestic violence, acid 

attack etc. In this paper an attempt is made to study the crime against women, the causes behind it and what steps 

government should take for elimination of such crime in India.  
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1.0 Introduction 

From ancient times India is a country which is famous for culture and tradition. Women are treated as goddess laxmi 

in India. Now a day‟s most of Indian women are working in all fields but many crimes were committed against 

them. The main causes of crime against women are unequal education, dowry system, gender discrimination.  

 In India, rape is the common crime against women. Rape comes under section 375 of Indian penal code. In 2012 

gang rape case 23 years old girl was raped by 6 people in moving bus. She was admitted in hospital in Delhi. Later 

she was transferred to Singapore hospital but died two days later.(Rajagopal,2017) 

Another case in 2017 in Gurgaon, 26 years old woman was gang raped by 3 men in a car. Victim was coming home 

and suddenly 3 men force her and rape inside the car.( Pati ,2017).In  the year of 2015, more than 34000 cases of 

rape were reported and 197 cases was custodial case reported in 2014.Delhi is regarded as most unsafe place for 

women 

In India, dowry death is also common crime against women.  Total 24771 dowry deaths have been registered in last 

3 years. Maximum dowry death occurred in Uttar Pradesh. Women are harassed by her husband for some unlawful 

demand .Next to Uttar Pradesh dowry death occurred in Bihar and Madhya Pradesh.(PTI,2015) 

Cases of abduction of women rise from 2010 and 2014 to 71% in India .According to National Crime Record 

Bureau data, the purpose of abduction is for marriage. In 2016, snapdeal employee Dipti Saran was abducted when 

she was returning to home. The accused had a plan to marry Dipti Saran..(Vasta,2016) 

In India, till 2013 there was no statistics for acid attack.(Behere 2013,Raj 2014). In 2013 acid attack violence are 

recorded after amendment of Indian Penal Code. Now acid attack comes under 326A and 326B. In 2014, 226 cases 

were reported. In 2015, Preetirathi a nursing student got selected for military nursing service. She was about to join 

naval hospital Mumbai. When she reached Mumbai with her family an unidentified men threw acid to her face. 

Later on she died..(India TV News Desk,2014) 

According to government report 2016, almost 20,000 children and women were trafficked. Victims are mainly poor 

women from rural areas. (Ghosh 2009,Basu2005, Kishore 2009, Iyer 2012)Reasons of trafficking are poverty, better 

life. Many parents sell their children for better life and good opportunities. Approx 75% to 80% of human 

trafficking is for sex. Traffickers give fake promises to women of employment.(Raj 2014,Mayo 2017,Prasad  

2013)In 2013, West Bengal had the highest human trafficking case followed by Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh. 
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In 2014 crime rates against women reported as 56.3. Delhi, Uttar Pradesh has the highest crime rate.(Miranda 2017 , 

Singh 2017, Ansari 2017). Figure 1 shows crime rates in different states during 2015 and Figure 2 shows cases 

registered under crime against women during 2015 in different states. 

Main reason for crime against women is discrimination between men and women, unequal education.(Mathur 2017). 

In 1993, Declaration on the elimination of violence against women declared that a main cause of crime against 

women is discrimination between men and women. 

Table 1 shows the cases reported of crime against women and  it can be analysed that crimes has been increased 

over the years.    

Table 1: Violence against women 

Sl. 

No 
Crime against 

women  

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

1 Rape 22,172 24,206 24,923 33,703 36,735 

2 Dowry death 8,391 8,618 8,233 8,083 8,445 

3 Kidnapping and 

abduction of women 

29,795 35,565 38,262 51,881 57,331 

(Ropmay, 2014) 

 
Figure 1: Rates of crime against women India during 2015.(National crime record bureau,2015) 

 

 

Figure 2: Cases registered under crime women during 2015 (National crime record bureau,2015) 
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2.0 Effective Measures for Safety of Women 

Government should take effective measures for elimination of crime against women. Government should give equal 

education to both men and women, planning of cities by proper lighting and installing CCTV camera in street and 

certain apps should be created by the government for women safety. In India, women due to shy and because of 

social stigma did not register their case. To overcome this problem, government should empower women and should 

take steps so that women in India should know about their rights.Judicial system is very slow in India. Approx 

157249 cases against women are pending for investigation by the end of 2015.Special cases shall be trial by fast 

track court and also reduces the burden of court. 

3.0 Conclusion 

In this paper problem of crime against women has been studied and suggested some approach which government 

can implement to overcome such problems. Crime against women can be reduced if attitude towards women is 

changed and equal education is provided to both men and women.  

4.0 References 

1. Basu, Asmita, Indira Jaising, and Lawyers Collective. "Violence against women: a statistical overview, and 

challenges and gaps in data collection and methodology and approaches for overcoming them." Division 

for the Advancement of Women (2005). 

2. Ghosh, Biswajit. "Trafficking in women and children in India: nature, dimensions and strategies for 

prevention." The International Journal of Human Rights 13.5 (2009): 716-738. 

3. Kishor, Sunita, and Kamla Gupta. "Gender equality and womens empowerment in India. National Family 

Health Survey (NFHS-3) India 2005-06." (2009). 

4. Iyer, Lakshmi, et al. "The power of political voice: women's political representation and crime in 

India." American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 4.4 (2012): 165-193. 

5. Pati, I, “26 years old women gang rape in moving car, thrown out in delhi” Hindustan Times (16
th
 

May,2017) 

6. Rajagopal, K. ,”Delhi gang rape case: sc confirms death for four” The Hindu (5
th

 May, 2017) 

7. PTI“24,771 dowry deaths reported in last 3 years: Govt”The Indian EXPRESS .(31
st
 May,2015) 

 

8. Vasta.A, “Snapdeal employee abduction case: main accused inspired by srk film „Darr‟” 

9. Raj, Anita, and Lotus McDougal. "Sexual violence and rape in India." Women2001 (2014): 124. 

10. Mayo, Marjorie, and Deboshree Mohanta. "Youth And Community Based Approaches to Tackling 

Violence Against Women and Girls: Reflections from India." Concept 8.1 (2017): 12. 

11. Prasad, Kislaya. "A comparison of victim-reported and police-recorded crime in India." Economic and 

Political Weekly 48.33 (2013): 47-53. 

12. Behere, P. B., TS SathyanarayanaRao, and Akshata N. Mulmule. "Sexual abuse in women with special 

reference to children: Barriers, boundaries and beyond." Indian journal of psychiatry 55.4 (2013): 316. 

13.  “Know five most heinous acid attack cases in India. ” India TV News Desk (2014) 

14. Ropmay, Amarantha Donna. "Crimes against Women in Matrilineal Meghalaya A Forensic Medical 

Perspective." Journal of Indian Academy of Forensic Medicine 36.4 (2014): 399-403. 

15.  “Crime Against Women”.Crime in India -2015. National Crime Record Bureau (2015). 

16.  Miranda, Michelle D., and Marie-Helen Maras. "Sexual violence perpetrated against women in India: the 

role of forensic evidence." International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice 41.1-2 

(2017): 95-107. 

17. Singh, Raghu N., David Hurley, and Divyajyoti Singh. "Towards identifying and ranking selected types of 

violence against women in North India." International journal of comparative and applied criminal 

justice 41.1-2 (2017): 19-29. 



International Journal of Information Movement Vol.2  Issue III (July 2017) 

Website: www.ijim.in          ISSN: 2456-0553 (online) Pages 136-139 
 

139 | P a g e  
Shikha Deka-Time to Change Attitude Towards Women 

18. Ansari, Sami. "Modernization and Advances in Crime Measurement and Crime Classification in India: A 

Critical Review." Crime, Criminal Justice, and the Evolving Science of Criminology in South Asia. 

Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2017. 81-108. 

19. Mathur, P., and P. Agarwal. "Self Help Group: A Strategic Tool for Women Empowerment." Pertanika 

Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities 25.2 (2017). 

 

 

 


